
doi: 10.5146/tjpath.2014.01287Letter to Editor

80

CAMTA1 Immunostaining is not Useful in Differentiating Epithelioid 
Hemangioendothelioma from its Potential Mimickers

CAMTA1 İmmünekspresyonu Epitelioid Hemangioendotelyomun Taklitlerinden            
Ayrımında Kullanışlı Değildir

Dear Editor,

The recent report on “CAMTA1 Immunostaining” is very 
interesting (1). Yusıflı et al. concluded that “epithelioid 
hemangioendothelioma, its potential morphological 
mimickers and other benign or malignant vascular tumors 
showed strong and diffuse CAMTA1 expression, nullifying 
the potential use of CAMTA1 immunohistochemistry 
as an adjunct in the differential diagnosis (1).”  In fact, 
the diagnosis of epithelioid hemangioendothelioma 
is challenging. The use of immunohistochemistry is 
usually of limited use for the diagnosis.  As Lee noted, 
histopathology alone is not adequate for diagnosis. Lee 
et al. suggested using “fluorescence in situ hybridization” 
that could help identify “the presence of CAMTA1 
rearrangement” in epithelioid hemangioendothelioma (2). 
A more complex diagnostic tool, FISH or RT-PCR analysis, 
can also be useful as a standard tool for the diagnosis of 
epithelioid hemangioendothelioma (3). The “presence of 
WWTR1-CAMTA1 fusion” is the diagnostic hallmark 
from FISH or RT-PCR analysis (3). Errani et al. also 
noted that it is necessary to use FISH or RT-PCR analysis 
for the diagnosis since it can help distinguish epithelioid 
hemangioendothelioma from other malignant epithelioid 
vascular tumors (4).
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